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The Recognition of Community Public Health Nurses
in Ongoing Education for Newcomers
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This study examined the present conditions of ongoing education of novice (under 3 years of experience)
public health nurses by veteran (over 3 years of experience) public health nurses. The Structural Equation
Model was used to examine the influence of workplace environment on work motivation.

Using random sampling, unsigned questionnaires were mailed to public health nurses at 40 municipalities
throughout Japan. The response rate was 306 (76.5%) including 112 novices. The novices were divided into
two groups: with and without an adviser. The novices with advisers felt more challenged and hoped to
continue working. The veterans recognized the necessity of ongoing education for newcomers, but they
also recognized that their support was insufficient. Veterans wanted more experienced advisers than novices
did. It was found that a work place which encouraged self-enlightenment enhanced novices’ sense of

fulfillment.
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