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Noise Level and Night Annoyance in a Neurosurgical and Casualty Ward
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The aim of this research is to reveal the condition of night noises at a mixed neurosurgical and casualty
ward. We conducted annoyance research in the form of night noise questionnaires. The subjects were 60
inpatients in the ward, and they recorded the time and source of the night noises for 2 months. In addition
two noise level meters were utilized to measure noise from 9p.m. to 6a.m. in the ward for 1 month.

As a result, the level of the night noise was significantly lower at the ward’s end than in front of the
nursing station. On the whole, annoyance was low. However the noises that were reported as most

» o«

annoying were in decreasing order “sound of running water of a toilet”, “other patients’ sounds”, and “the
other patients’ voices”.

The patients at the end of the hall were more annoyed with “other patients’ sounds” than those near the
nursing station. The patients with many incidences of hospitalization were more annoyed with all sources
of noises than those with few incidences of hospitalization. The results suggest it is necessary to refrain
from using wagon, toilets and a filth room at night, and to obtain patients’ cooperation about their

footwear and their early morning activities.
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