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Abstract
Study of long-term time recognition among chronic schizophrenics
Chizuru MORI

Chronic schizophrenia is frequently misdiagnosed over long periods of time because of the lack of outward symp-
toms. A previous study targeted persons in good physical health, so whether the trends is characteristics of the schizo-
phrenia is not clear. The goal of this study was to clarify differences in long-term time recognition among hospitalized
patients. The subjects of this study are 54 patients whose main doctors and nurses recognized symptoms of schizo-
phrenia, and who accepted that they were schizophrenic-20 with chronic symptoms, 17 with positive symptoms, 10 alco-
holics, and another seven patients. In interviews with the patients, we asked them how old they were, how long they
had been hospitalized, and the period of time after historical events. Then, we compared the interview results and the
facts. All the subjects claimed to be younger than their actual ages. As for the period of hospitalization, those with
chronic symptoms tended to say it had been shorter or longer than the actual period they had been hospitalized in. All
groups thought historical events had happened more recently than in reality. The results of this study indicate that im-
paired long-term memory among chronic schizophrenics is due to a lack of socialization in their life experiences and re-
duced sense of community resulting from limited relationships with other people. Therefore it is suggested that new
systems should be introduced to provide more support for chronic schizophrenics.

Key words : chronic schizophrenia, time recognition, psychiatric rehabilitation nursing
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