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Abstract
What Will Change If the English Test Is Given at the University-Based Entrance Examination ? (I)
Teruaki HIRANO* and Tsutomu IWATA**

At Yamanashi Medical University (YMU) the English test was first included in the second entrance examination
(now, the university-based entrance examination) in 1985. In the following year another change was made about natural
sciences and applicants were required to choose one subject out of physics, chemistry, and biology. In 1990, influenced
by more and more voices that choosing only one subject out of the three scientific ones had made fundamental educa-
tion on the college level quite unsatisfactory, the choice of two scientific subjects became compulsory and English was
excluded in their stead. Recently, however, the necessity of setting the English test at the university-based entrance ex-
amination is more and more talked about among medical professors.

This article, looking back at the YMU entrance examination for the past twenty years, with special stress on the five
years when the English test was imposed, aims at considering the relation between the subjects given and the charac-
teristics of successful applicants. Then, the pass-fail shifting rate is discussed with each tested subject. Finally, in the
process of examining the correlation of the scores gained at the entrance examination with the results of English tests
after entering the university, the importance of English education in the university is reconfirmed.

Key words : university-based entrance examination, English, rate of successful applicants, pass-fail shifting rate, correla-
tion
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