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Abstract

Relation between disease awareness and attitudes of parents
whose children suffer from atopic dermatitis in their later childhood

OHWAKI Junko"”, SATO Mitsuko” and HIEJIMA Yoshimitsu®”

Treatment of children afflicted with atopic dermatitis is affected by how their parents deal with it.
Many past studies reported the relation between parents' mental factors and atopic dermatitis. But there are
only few studies focusing on their parenting attitudes. This study examined the relation between disease
awareness and parenting attitudes or parents whose children have atopic dermatitis. The goal was to
determine how they could work most effectively with nursing. The survey was conducted with questionnaire
covering the disease period, subjective severity of disease, control of treatment and care, and parenting
attitudes (Suzuki,etc: 1985)- among 44 parents (average age: 40.7 years old £3.5 years) whose children have
been treated at hospitals specializing in atopic dermatitis. Results showed that the subjective severity of the
disease was related to the level of efflorescence and itching. Looking at parenting attitudes, the parents
showed a tendency toward regimental relations with their children, compared to others whose children are
healthy. The parents whose children are more severely afflicted showed a tendency to be more receptive and
focus on their relationships with the children. On the other hand, the parents whose children have more
milder cases and less severe symptoms tended to avoid responsibility and had more regimented relations with
the children. In conclusion, this study suggests the necessity of nursing that involves both the parents and
their children and promotes receptive, child-focused relationships.

Key words: Late childhood, atopic dermatitis, disease awareness, parenting attitudes
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