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Abstract

The process for nursing students to understand the elderly
with moderate to severe dementia

WATANABE Midori and KOBAYASHI Yoko

The purpose of this study is to clarify the process in which the nursing students understand the elderly with
moderate to severe dementia in clinical practicum. The student’s records about the care for the patient and the
patient was examined by content analysis. Furthermore, we reviewed the number of each category description
contents to belong to student with time.

From the 280 descriptions, 30 sub-categories, and 7 categories: [function assessment], [assistance in daily
living according to functions], [consideration in communications]), [interpretation of words and actions and
speculation on feelings], [assistance with respect to feelings] [arranging the situation and drawing out
abilities] and [insight on words and actions connected to life history] were picked out.

The nursing students tried to give assistance with attention to functions, based on a common nursing
foundation in early stages.

Secondly they grasped the feelings of the care receivers by making considerations in verbal and nonverbal
communication in order to build relationships with the care receivers. And they gave assistance according to the
grasped feelings.

At last they saw through the minds of the care receivers, and assisted them so as to draw out their abilities.

Key words : Nursing student, The elderly with moderate to severe dementia, Clinical practicum.



